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You can access Compustat data using your WRDS login. The Compustat 

data is available under the 'Get Data' menu.  

 

You have the flexibility to gather data for either American companies or 

the global market. Notably, data for the American market is accessible 

from as early as 1950, while data for global markets becomes available 

from 1987 onward. 

 

Once you've selected your market, you can further tailor your data 

collection by choosing the desired frequency. Specifically, for 

Fundamentals, you have the option to select either quarterly or annual 

data. 
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Next, you customize the settings according to your preferences, focusing 

on key considerations: 

Specify Companies: In Step 2, you must identify all the companies you 

are interested in. For this dataset, you'll be required to input the gvkey of 

each company. You have several options for this: 

• Manually input the gvkey for each company. 

• Utilize the built-in search function to find gvkey for a specific ticker. 

• Prepare a text file with pre-compiled gvkey information. 

Large Dataset Option: If you intend to study a substantial number of 

companies but not the entire available dataset, preparing a txt file with 

gvkey information is the recommended approach. 

Whole Database Access: To study the entire database, you can opt for 

the last choice, fetching records from all active and inactive companies. 
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In Step 3 you are required to choose variables for exporting. Choose the 

required variables wisely, especially in cases of large datasets, because 

the required time for export may be big and any additional attempt will 

increase your waiting time. Do not forget to add some variables to be able 

to identify the company if necessary.  

 

If you require specific parameters for data preparation or exporting, you 

can review the options in Step 2. These parameters are well-documented 

and don't demand additional familiarity with the WRDS system. For more 

advanced needs, you can opt for the standard form submission and 

proceed by clicking the 'Submit Form' button. 

 

 


